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Neighbourhood amenities are typi-
cally classed as amenities that are used 
by the public of a local community 
or neighbourhood. A few commonly 
known neighbourhood amenities in-
clude, laundromats, movie theatres, 
swimming pools, parks, pubs and bars, 
gyms, arcades and to an extent, public 
toilets and libraries.

Today’s society sees these amenities 
operate in many different ways, as a 
result of socioeconomic classes, build-
ing types, cultural and political environ-
ments as well as the state of global and 
local economies.

Where are they going?

Countries and Cultures:

In western civilization, developing 
countries affected by globalization, 
capitalist driven countries and coun-
tries where economies are thriving, 
the want to consume and incorperate 
neighbourhood amenities into housing 
is common practice.

This type of behavior can be somewhat 
categorized into a model where hous-
ing is becoming isolated from its local 
community with the introversion of 
neighbourhood amenities to private 
ones. The model breeds a sort of in-
dividualist relationship between the 
people and their local environments. 

Connections are now made through new me-
dia such as the internet and not through a chat 
about life with a neighbour at the laundromat. 
The argument that the internet and new me-
dia connects people to a greater community 
seems to be enough and connections beyond 
the digital are seemingly lost.

Countries of this nature include; Australia, 
America, Europe, Russiae etc. and where ever 
economic prosperity and the use of new media 
is commonplace.

The flip side to this model can be found in coun-
tries and with cultures that pride a sense of 
community and share what little or what most 
they have with one another and form their 
own sub-cultures of neighbourhood amenities. 

Examples can be found in places like Zambia, 
South Africa where people share knowlegde 
and provide education to younger generations 
by setting up community schools. In cities like 
Shanghai where space is limited and popula-
tions are dense, people must share amenities 
and are forced to interact with their neighbour-
hood.

The encouraged use of neighbourhood ameni-
ties and the success can be seen as a separate 
model, almost the complete inversion of the 
first model, where countries and cultures are 
grounded in such activites for economic, social 
and even spatial reasons. 
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Economic Prosperity:

Money is a major factor into the reasons 
why amenities are utilized or underuti-
lized. This means the amount of money 
owned by the individual but moreso the 
amount of money circulating the coun-
try, ie. The state that the economy is in. 
Growth, decline etc. The effects of nat-
ural disasters and global crisis also have 
influence on the use of neighbourhood 
amenities.

Simple things like the cost of a movie 
ticket or the price of a beer will cause 
most people to rethink the use of neigh-
bourhood amenities. It might mean 
staying at home and grabbing a beer 
from the fridge rather than going to the 
local bar for a drink or cooking for one-
self as opposed to going out for dinner. 
The expendibility of a persons income 
will generally dictate this outcome.

In areas affected by crisis, the sense of 
neighbourhood and community grows 
stronger as people band together. It 
reminds that humanity still exists. This 
can happen and does happen all over 
the world. The crisis brings out the 
need to share within locally affected ar-
eas, whether it be through the setting 
up of relief housing, sharing amenities 
with those who have lost their own or 
programs created in times of economic 
crisis to distribute services and ameni-
ties to people in need.

Some key examples have been:

-Post WWII efforts to battle the depression, 
parts of Europe formed neighbourhood ame-
nity projects with mixed success.

-Haiti earthquake and the world’s response and 
support to create temporary housing in the 
form of tent communities with shared ameni-
ties.

The success of neighbourhood amenities in 
these circumstances is one that is dificult to ap-
ply to a housing model that isn’t just emegency 
relief. However it adds to the growing number 
of successes that create the Model 1 of neigh-
bourhood amenities shown further on.

Socio economic classes:

Below the economic state of the country comes 
the socioeconomic divisions within cities, com-
munities and countries. Upper, middle and low-
er class divisions vary from country to country 
and accordingly, the use of public amenities 
seems to follow.

Global inequality diagram - showing developed 
countries with the larger class divides.
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Model 1

Circumstances, building types and examples that create the 
need and form sustainable usage of neighbourhood amenities 
by using a basic number of amenities to live and sharing the 
rest.

- Low socio economic background/ lower class
- Countries in crisis or economic resession
- Parts of Asia, Europe and South America where apartment 
buildings take on the challenges of population densification
- Student and shared housing
- Apartment buildings
- Commission and Communal housing

Model 2

Circumstances, building types and examples that demonstrate 
mixed usage of neighbourhood and private amenities.

- Middle Class
- Apartment buildings
- Renovations and additions to tradtional housing models
- Modern houses and townhouses
- Villas and holiday houses
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Model 3

Circumstances, building types and examples that keep the use 
of amenities mostly private and isolated.

- Upper class
- ‘The American Dream’ houses in America, Australia etc. which 
strive to be bigger and fit more in.
- Consumerists with high disposable incomes
- Economic growth and prosperity
- Highly renovated homes in heritage overlay areas
- Mansions

Disposable income of Americans 2007 
(right)

The upper class tend to have big hous-
es and put everything in their house. 
However, because they have such a 
large disposable income they can af-
ford to go to the café and the café 
then becomes like a public amenity. 
In this case a neighbourhood kitchen 
for the upper class.

Middle class gradually add to their 
homes over time the services and 
amenities they need to live comfortably and in many ways to live sustainably. 
For example, including a media room and entertaining at home to save money 
on going out to movies or dinner etc.

Lower classes are less subject to consumerism and take a bottom up approach 
to what is available to them due to their limited resources. The trend is for low-
er class suburbs and communities to actively utilize services like laundromats 
and things that are a necessity for living. It is interesting to note that in com-
munities where crime and poverty are high, neighbourhood and community 
amenity projects like community gardens etc, bring neighbourhoods together 
to take ownership and responsibility for their immediate surrounding environ-
ment. 

Country to country, the divide between 
the classes vary and so the way ame-
nities are used varies too. In cities like, 
Dubai where the rich are incredibly 
rich and the poor are incredibly poor. 
The two ends of the socioeconomic 
scale are noticeable and reflect high-
ly, models one and three respectively. 
Variations arise when people can afford 
more than they need and end up with a 
house full of unused amenities as what 
is happening in Australia.

USA           214
Australia    206
Denmark   137

Average household sizes (# people)

Average house sizes (metres squared)

France       113
Spain         97
Ireland       88
UK            76



Building types:

The actual type of building too can influence 
how amenities in the local area are used. In 
high density cities such as Shanghai the apart-
ment buildings that house the cities inhabit-
ants don’t cater often, due to space restric-
tions, to amenities fitting inside their home. 
In these cases, amenities and connections to 
neighbourhood are stronger due to nessessity. 

Student housing models promote the sharing 
and use of space to create internal communi-
ties and essentially neighbourhoods that work 
together and share amenities. These can be 
classified as sub-neighbourhoods due to the 
way they fit into the greater neighbourhood.

Public housing projects like Robinhood Garden 
by the Smithsons, tried to create neighbour-
hood models that shared public space and 
amenities with limited success.

Flats and small units with limited amenities 
typically congregate around suburbs in high 
deman where home owners move out of their 
homes, knock them down and then put three 
units on there.

Townhouses were built on narrower blocks to 
fit more people in and generally within inner 
city suburbs as parking was not included.

Mansions are a result of genrally upperclass 
people having high disposable incomes and de-
siring large houses to fill with expensive junk. 
This conforms to the third model where they 
have everything.

Etc.

Overview:

There are an infinite number of variations between the three models classi-
fied in this study but typically each of these models can be generalized to suit 
most situations as discussed.

Communal housing by Lorcan O’Herlihy 

Commission housing, Collingwood

Townhouses, Seattle

Flats in Sydney

Mansions, America



Ownership of a car- 
The mass production of 
cars due to the cheaper 
cost (in part due to glo-
balisation) allowed more 
people to own them, this in 
turn changed the configu-
ration of suburbia. People 
were able to drive long 
distances to and from work, 
by-passing the use of a pub-
lic transport system. 

What effects have globalisation had on the average Australian in the 
last century?

The access to
modern technology at a        
comparitivily cheap cost-
This allows the upgrad-
ing of household items     
relativily quickly .
Aswell as allowing the 
average person to have 
access to a computer, 
internet and keep up 
with the current trends 
regarding any part of 
their lives, from fashion 
to their home furnishing

Cheap travel- This has allowed the average 
australian to see the world, and to gain 
knowledge of other cultures first hand, 
this has influenced the way they think, 
work and act. 

There are many different definitions of globalisa-
tion, but most acknowledge the greater move-
ment of people, goods, capital and ideas due to 
increased economic integration which in turn is 
propelled by increased trade and investment. 
There is no limit on this movement, no bordersd 
and for the most part it keeps moving forward.

There has always been a sharing of goods, servic-
es, knowledge and cultures between people and 
countries, but in recent years improved technolo-
gies and a reduction of barriers means the speed 
of exchange is much faster. 

Of course even in a country that is benefiting from 
globalisation such as australia, there are residents 
who don’t. Some peoples incomes don’t keep up 
with the rising rate of inflatlation that is dictated 
by how strong the exconomy is doing. 

However in order to understand globalisation clos-
er to home, it is important understand the affect it 
has had on everyday lives of those within austra-
lia, in these case examples the aim is to show how 
people, and the homes they live in, are and have 
been, affected by Globalisation. 

These case studies show how the size, attitudes 
towards, use and even occupants of houses have 
changed over the last hundred years. This ex-
plored through comparisons of price, size and 
use of spaces within the average home. The first 
5 case studies show how a building can be con-
structed at a certain point in globalisation, yet its 
use may change in the future to dicate the globali-
sation status of the time. 

GLOBALISATION



'Flats are growing at King's 
Cross at the rate of 2000 per 
year. There are still people 
who will regard these figures 
gloomily. They associate flats 
with open-air cafes, night-life, 
wine-drinking, and other curi-
ous concepts of 'Continental' 
depravity.To the sociologist, 
the spread of flat life is of 
extraordinary importance.It 
indicates an escape from the 
servitude of suburbia. At an 
inquest in London last week, a 
doctor said that a woman who 
had killed herself was suffer-
ing from "suburban neurosis" 
- a gloomy sense of isolation 
and apathy. It is a grave social 
problem', he said.'The Danger 
of "Suburban Neurosis', Daily 
Telegraph, June 1938.

EARLY APARTMENT 

HOUSING 
MANLY N.S.W.

CIRCA 1928

1928/1997

Changes over the years in-
clude, The sealing in of balco-
nies (The two lower units were 
enclosed prior to 1959 while 
the top floor bays were filled 
during the early 1970s). An 
external laundry was originally 
built at the rear of unit two to 
service all apartments. With 
the exception of unit two and 
hinting at the atomisation of 
post-industrial life, all units 
now have laundry facilities in-
corporated into bathrooms. At 
the same time, and reflecting 
the impact of the motor car on 
street parking in the area, The 
caretaker had a double garage 
built for herself in the mid 70’s 
and majority of the backgar-
den is now carspaces. 

The original owners were 
George and Hilda who built 
the house as newly-weds and 
would remain in the house for 
the rest of their lives, a span 
of almost 60 years. They were 
not infected by the consum-
erist ethic of the twentieth 
century and assembled only a 
modest collection of furnish-
ings. They made few altera-
tions to the house, probably 
because it continued to fulfil 
their limited requirements. 
Because they had no chil-
dren there was always ample 

The new owners are a couple 
from the south-eastern suburbs, 
who are now empty-nesters ,They 
bought the house in 1990 and 
decided to extend the property 
“were not restoring, but renovat-
ing the house. A garage was added 
to the side, significantly changing 
its appearance. Here, much of the 
renovation work has been carried 
out. The demolished kitchen chim-
ney and laundry copper provided 
the bricks for pathways, while the 
jarrah from the back verandah was 
recycled as kitchen cupboards.”

STATE BANK 

HOUSING
WILLIAMSTOWN

CIRCA 1926 

1997

1926



In the 1960s and 1970s in-
spections were tenants’ most 
frequent contact with the 
Commission; ‘I dreaded the 
inspections ... I felt I was un-
der a microscope.’ Demands 
for late rent were instantane-
ous, but the family had to wait 
until the late 1970s for a new 
water heater and a new stove. 
It was 1974 before the toilet 
was moved inside and insula-
tion was provided for houses 
in which people must still heat 
their kitchens by opening the 
door of the gas stove. This is 
an example of low-wage earn-
ers whom originally intended 
to move in temporarily to save 
for a house of their own,They 
could never save enough, or 
keep up with the soaring cost 
of land or new homes.

Carmel McMennemin still 
rents her home, 56 years after 
she and husband Kevin moved 
into one of the Victorian 
Housing Commission's new 
concrete houses at Broadmea-
dows in outer Melbourne. 
The floor was bare boards. 
The gas water heater and 
copper, concrete wash trough, 
four-legged gas stove and 
open fireplace were the only 
interruptions along hastily-
painted walls. In all a basic, 3 
bedroom home, un-insulated 
and without a heater, as this 
was disallowed, because it 
would have meant minor 
structural adjustments to a 
house the Commission con-
sistently reminded them they 

COMMISSION

HOUSING 
BROADMEADOWS 

CIRCA 1954 

1997

1954

Like thousands of others in post-
war Europe, Luigi was drawn by the 
promise of work and opportunities 
that could not be found in the 'old 
country'. His wife, Anna, and their 
five children (Carlo, Stella, Lilli, Nina 
and newborn Ines) stayed at home 
near Venice, Italy. Within eighteen 
months of arrival, Luigi had bought 
a block of land and sent plans for 
his new house back to the family. 
He built his house in his spare time, 
in 1951-52, using hardwood timber 
from a local mill and fibro sheeting. 
Fibro was a popular building mate-
rial in Cooma, as it was available and 
relatively cheap. Nevertheless, the 
cottage had electricity, water and 
heating. When Carlo moved back in 
he decided to renovate the cottage. 
The kitchen was enlarged to nearly 
twice the size. He changed the mid-
dle bedroom to create a study, and 
added new built-in robes in the main 
bedroom. The tin roof, was replaced 
with conventional colorbond sheets. 
modernised the bathroom, replaced 
the timber windows with aluminium 
ones, and an extra toilet at the rear. 
Although it is still considered a basic 
house by most 

SELF-BUILT

HOUSING 
COOMA N.S.W.

CIRCA 1951-52

1951

1997



GLOBALISATION’S 
EFFECT ON

HOUSING 
1880’S

1920’S

1950’S

1970’S 

The average 1880’s home 
consisted of 2 bedrooms a        
living/ dining area (parlour) 
and a kitchen with a toilet in 
the backyard and moveable 
bathtub  
ave price (inflation and    

 quality adjusted ) $75,000

The bungalow of the 1920’s 
becomes a little larger, with 
a dedicated dinning area or 
breakfast room, 2 bedrooms 
and an indoor bathroom an 
outdoor toilet and laundry.
ave price (inflation and     
quality adjusted ) $60,000

The post-war home of the 
1950’s, a complete indoor 
laundry and bathroom, a 3rd 
bedroom, still only a din-
ing and living room used for 
shared space aswell as kitch-
en. Garage in most homes
ave price (inflation and  
quality adjusted ) $100,000

The home of the 70’s expands 
again, another living area, 
double garage, ensuite and 
w.i.r. have all been added 
brining the average size of the 
home to be 163.6m2
ave price (inflation and    

 quality adjusted ) $200,000

This house was one of many 
designed by Pettit and Sevitt, 
a firm based in Sydney and 
specialising in Mass-Produced 
homes able to offer the 
middle-class house purchaser 
an architect-designed house at 
a lower price. Pettit and Sevitt 
incorporated design principles 
in their houses through simple 
lines, 'natural' features and an 
emphasis on functionalism. 

FUNCTIONALIST

HOUSING  
MT WAVERLEY  

CIRCA 1969 

The owners Megan and Simon moved 
into their house in February 1969 and “it 
was a lovely house for the two of us”. But 
within six years their three children were 
born. As the children grew the house 
seemed to shrink. Initially one room was 
used as a study, two of the boys shared 
a room and the eldest had his own until 
they were all at school, then Megan and 
Simon “reluctantly gave up our study and 
gave them a room each”.
All documents kept in the study had to 
be stored in filing cabinets around the 
house. The computer was set up in the 
entrance hall and the dining room table 
doubled as a desk. The family room was 
the living area but the kids soon spilled 
over, and the lounge was used for Lego 
and cubby houses in the winter months.
No major changes have been undertaken 
to the house since they moved in but 
Megan and Brian intend removing walls 
to create a large study and extend the 
family room after their children leave 
home, to enjoy the space they had when 
the house was built.



OVERVIEW:

The effect of globalisation is evident in most of todays culture. There 
is no escaping it. 
 
However it is important to remember that there are pockets of  Aus-
tralia that have been affected in a detrimental way due to globalisa-
tion and its also important that this be rectafied in anyway possible, 
whether through cheaper housing, assisted financial support etc. 

With the current trend in globalisation the cost of housing will only 
get worse, and it is important that this issue inaffordablity is solved. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Median_household_income_in_Australia_and_New_Zealand
http://www.stubbornmule.net/2009/06/property-prices/
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/ahc/publications/commission/books/ourhouse/index.html

MODERN 

HOUSE 
OFF THE PLAN 

CIRCA 2010 LIVING
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The Modern home, in this example bought off the plan, from a developer of an 
estate, shows how the huge amount of area now taken by the average home. 
By now, a middle class home consists of 4 bedrooms, a formal living and dining 
area, open plan kitchen, meals, family room, rumpus, at least 2 bathrooms and a 
study. 
bringing the size of the home to around 215 square metres, up 10% in the last 
decade. The average price. $530,000. Which is 8.5 times the average median 
household income of $61,850. The effect of gloabalisation is clear, a stable or 
increasing economic status causes house prices and sizes to go up, getting to 
a point where if you are not benefiting from globalisation personally, you’ll be 
pushed out of the housing market 





mies van der rohe 
- steel and glass 

Mies van der Rohe’s work in steel 
and glass is legendary. 
The industrial materials of steel and 
glass to used to create a facade and 
layout that was beautiful in its own 
simplicity.

Lake Shore Drive Apartments in Chi-
cago, a pair of rectangular, twenty-
five-story towers called the world’s 
first all-glass-and-steel apartment 
building.
that he imparts to the rythms and 
proportions of his
façades. the steel skeletal frame is 
based on a
21-foot grid and is clearly ex-
pressed in the elevations,
indicated by black-painted steel 
sheets covering the
fireproofed columns and beams.

In 1922 Mies introduced the concept of ribbon 
windows, uninterrupted bands of glass between the 
finished faces of concrete slabs, in a design for a 
German office building. That has since become the 
basis for many commercial structures. 

The I-beams of the Farnsworth House 
are both structural and expressive

A detail of the Seagram build-
ing’s construction show steel, 
concrete and glass connections 










